AIR FORCE ACADEMY
 Hunting Program Description and Guidelines
The Academy’s Natural Resources office uses guided hunting as an effective management tool for regulating the mule deer, white-tailed deer, and elk populations in balance with the habitat and the surrounding urbanized environment.  No other game species are hunted on the base.  The Academy coordinates with the Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) to determine how many deer and elk licenses are available each season.  General information about hunting in Colorado can be found on CDOW’s website at http://wildlife.state.co.us/Hunting/  The Colorado Division of Wildlife has designated the Academy as Game Management Unit (GMU) 512.  Hunting is not allowed on the Farish Recreation Area property near Woodland Park, Colorado.
Deer hunters must obtain a GMU 512 deer license through the state’s big game limited license drawing system.  Persons wanting to hunt elk must enter a drawing between 1-31 May at the Academy’s Outdoor Recreation Center [Building 5136, (719) 333-4356] and pay a non-refundable $6 fee.  Elk hunters are selected through a random drawing conducted by the Natural Resources office in June.  All elk hunters are placed on a call list and are contacted to hunt in the priority that they were drawn.  Elk hunters must purchase a state additional elk license once they have been notified of their hunt.  Both deer and elk hunters also pay a $25 (personal check only) base access fee prior to hunting.

The all-guided hunting is open to the general public and is an opportunity for sportsmen to harvest wild game.  The harvesting of trophy animals is not emphasized as a means of achieving the population management goal.  Under the direction of their guide, hunters have the opportunity to pursue game throughout their scheduled hunts, but hunters are highly encouraged to harvest an acceptable animal at the earliest time possible.  The guides make a reasonable effort to direct hunters to areas where animals have been observed, but public safety dictates when and where hunting can occur.             

All applicable state and federal laws and regulations apply to hunting on the Academy.  During any organized hunt, the Natural Resources office, CDOW wildlife officers, and the Academy’s Security Forces work jointly to enforce all laws and regulations and promote a safe hunting environment.  If necessary, access to the Academy for hunting may be denied at any time.  Other conditions or restrictions that apply to hunting on the Academy include:
Persons hunting in a reckless or unsafe manner will have their license/permit revoked.
Persons who do not demonstrate a proficiency with their firearm may be prohibited from continuing their hunt.

All hunters are escorted in their pursuit of game by an authorized guide to ensure that a safe hunting environment is maintained.  Hunters are only authorized to discharge their firearm after the guide has determined that the target presents a safe and reasonable shot based on distance, direction, physical backdrop and any other safety factors.  The guides may carry a firearm during the hunt and are authorized by the 10th Air Base Wing Commander and CDOW to dispatch injured animals if the situation requires.

Hunters must receive a safety briefing from Academy Natural Resources personnel.  Additional safety information and instruction may be provided by the guide. 

Center-fire rifles are the only authorized firearm for hunting.  Center-fire rifles must meet the specifications outlined in the state’s big game brochure.

Due to safety and logistical concerns, guests are only allowed to accompany hunters at the discretion of the guide.  Children under 12 years old are not allowed.
No personally-owned vehicles are allowed in the hunting areas.  All transportation is provided by the Academy.

The use of alcohol and drugs is strictly prohibited.  Impaired persons will not be allowed to hunt.

To ensure a high degree of public and hunter safety, the Natural Resources office posts off-limits signs at common access points in each hunting area prior to hunting.  Information about the hunt is also published in the Academy Spirit, distributed through base-wide email, and posted on the electronic marquees at the Northgate and Southgate entrances.

Additional information is available by calling the Academy’s Natural Resources office at (719) 333-3308 or by sending an email to brian.mihlbachler@usafa.af.mil
