Oh! I have slipped the surly bonds of earth
And danced the skies on laughter-silvered wings; 
Sunward I've climbed, and joined the tumbling mirth
Of sun-split clouds - and done a hundred things
You have not dreamed of - wheeled and soared and swung
High in the sunlit silence. Hov'ring there
I've chased the shouting wind along, and flung
My eager craft through footless halls of air.
Up, up the long delirious, burning blue,
I've topped the windswept heights with easy grace
Where never lark, or even eagle flew -
And, while with silent lifting mind I've trod
The high untresspassed sanctity of space,
Put out my hand and touched the face of God.

High Flight by John Gillespie Magee Jr.

Narrator: Welcome to the Unites States Air Force Academy, one of the finest, most modern Officer Training Facilities in the World. Where young men and women of every race, color and creed may acquire a college education while preparing to become officers in the Air Force.

Cadet:

The environment at the academy is a constant learning environment. You’re constantly being evaluated and graded and everything you do is important. Every little task, how meaningless you think it is, is important. And you are forced to do that in stressful situations and you eventually become a leader out of it.

Cadet:

I think entering into the academy, the number one goal you need to have is the desire to accept the challenge personally. Not for a father, a friend, or for a mentor, or for the free education, but for yourself. A desire to be challenged and a desire to put out a maximum effort.
Narrator:

Military training at the academy is a year round endeavor, with a significant portion of the training conducted in the summer months. Upper class cadets gain experience practicing their leadership skills by filling leadership positions in one or more of the summer training Programs.

Cadet:

The biggest thing I’ve learned about myself while I’ve been here is that I’m a lot tougher than I thought I was. The academy puts you through an intense program, first it starts off with Basic Cadet Training, then I made it through the 4th class year.

Cadet:

I knew that coming to the academy, I looked at it as though there would be 200 steps and completing basic training was just one of those steps.

Narrator:

The new cadets, or “Doolies” as they’re called, learn what it means and what it takes to be an officer. Strongest among academy traditions is its honor code.

Cadet:

The honor code is not the ultimate goal, it’s the beginning. The ultimate goal is an officer who has ethical standards and character. The honor code is just a means to that end. It’s the fundamentals, not lying, stealing, cheating or tolerating those who do. But these are just the basics.
Cadet:

The honor code is not the top of what you’re trying to achieve, it’s the minimum. And if you know that everyone was at that minimum standard, then you can trust people, and you can work with them more easily.

Narrator:

The honor code is one of the cornerstones of character development. Equally important to an officers character is treating each person with respect and dignity, and conducting ones affairs in an honorable and ethical manner.

(Singing)

Narrator

Spiritual Development is at the heart of the academy chapel programs.

Cadet

The academy is very interested in ensuring that its graduates do have an opportunity to practice their spiritual needs. It doesn’t advocate one certain religion over another, but it tries to ensure that all have equal representation or opportunity to practice their religion.

(Hymnal singing.)

Narrator:

The concept of growth is central to the academies academic program. More than twenty different majors provide cadets with a full range of possibilities. Although the academy has the choices and spectacular facilities of a prestigious university, it has the personal touch of a small college. Classes are kept small, and each cadet gets the individual attention he or she needs to advance.

Cadet:

Here at the academy, I know that because of such small classrooms and such small class sizes, that any time I can get the special attention that I need.

(Background classroom chatter)

Cadet:

My impression of the instructors at the academy is they are really devoted and dedicated to what they are doing. Most of the teachers that I have are really knowledgeable in whatever areas they’re teaching. But one thing that sets them apart I think is that most of my instructors are officers, and I think that comes out in their teaching. They’re usually really professional with us, and they set a roll model, a standard for us on how we should conduct ourselves after we graduate.
Narrator:

The academy is recognized as one of the finest academic colleges in the country, but it is important to remember that first and foremost it is a military academy.

Cadet:

THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE ACADEMY CADET HONOR GUARD!
Narrator: Cadets grow to understand that they are no longer just individuals; they are members of a team, a group of men and women, future officers, with a common goal…the defense of their country.

Cadet:

If you like being part of a team who is centered in putting the goals, desires and needs of the whole ahead of your own. And that’s pretty simple but I feel that’s at the heart of teamwork.

Cadet:

For me, a team concept is a sense of working together and depending on one another and respecting various talents and skills and all coming together to accomplish a goal.

Narrator:

A cadet’s time is very structured, but there is a time to participate and enjoy in over 60 clubs, and a whole range of on campus activities.

Cadet:

There are numerous activities outside the classroom that cadets can participate in. These activities range from intramurals to inter-collegiate activities. There’s various kinds of clubs you can participate in, and any interest you could possibly think of, you can probably find some kind of niche here at the academy. There’s no place in the world you can come and, you know, jump out of planes. And you really learn who you are, and what your limits are. Once you go through that door, despite how scared you are, you feel like you can do anything. There’s the football team, and there is the team behind the football team, and that’s cadets.

(Cheering, band music)

I think the academy wants people who are in good physical condition. Because of this, we have an extensive intramural program.

Narrator:

The academy sees athletics as the means of developing confidence, aggressiveness, and the will to win. All essential in an Air Force officer.

Experience here comes in the form of challenge. Each challenge teaching you something about leadership and about yourself.

Cadet:

I’ve experienced leadership as a cadets soaring instructor pilot, and that is one of the best opportunities I’ve had since I’ve been here. And I’ve learned that when you take a 
student up and teach them how to fly, not only do you have their life in your hands, but your trying to teach them a skill and motivate them at the same time.

(Music)

Cadet:

The academy has helped develop my leadership and educational experience by offering a variety of challenges. Wherever you go you are going to find a challenge, whether it’s athletically on a collegiate team, or intramural field, or a Physical fitness test. In your academic classes you’re difinatly challenged. Militarily, you are given a lot of leadership opportunities within the squadron and summer programs. There’s opportunities to travel, extra curricular activities such as Jump and Soaring, and flight training programs. It instills within yourself a sense of effort and a positive attitude that is required of every activity. Excellence becomes a habit and it goes with you, to meet whatever challenges arise ahead.
Cadet:

In order to graduate, you have to have perseverance and you have to have that willingness to keep going, even when things are bad, and you know graduation is around the corner, eventually.

Narrator:

Each year approximately 900 graduates receive their Bachelor of Science degrees and commissions as 2nd Lieutenants.

(Singing, cheering)

Developing career officers who are continually in pursuit of excellence, that is what the Air Force Academy is all about.

