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Lt Colonel Cochran is an Assistant Professor, Department of Astronautical Engineering, United States Air Force Academy.  The Department of Astronautics helps produce the finest Air Force officers in the world who live our core values and understand space.  He is currently in his 1st year of teaching Astro 310, Introduction to Astronautics, the department’s core course.  Lt Col Cochran comes to the U.S. Air Force Academy on his second tour of teaching with experience in the Aviation section of the Military Strategic Studies department.
Lt Colonel Cochran earned his commission from Officer Training School in 1985 and graduated with academic honors in Aerospace Engineering from North Carolina State University.   Lt Colonel Cochran’s professional experience includes flying assignments with the 55th Weather Reconnaissance Squadron and 45th Reconnaissance Squadron flying OC/WC-135s and as a ballistic missile engineer and directorate executive officer at the National Air Intelligence Center.  He served previously as an instructor, assistant professor, and assistant operations officer in the 50th Education Squadron, USAF Academy.

EDUCATION:
1984
Bachelor of Science in Aerospace Engineering, NC State University, Raleigh, NC

1993
Master of Science in Astronautical Engineering, AF Institute of Technology, Wright-Patterson AFB, OH

1994
Squadron Officer School, Maxwell Air Force Base, AL

2004
Air Command and Staff College, Correspondence

ASSIGNMENTS:
Dec 2001- Jun 2006, Assistant Operations Officer, OC/WC-135 evaluator pilot, 45th Reconnaissance Squadron, Offutt Air Force Base, NE

Feb 2001 - Dec 2001, Student, OC/RC/WC-135 pilot Initial Qualification Training, 338th Combat Training Squadron, Offutt Air Force Base, NE

Sep 1997 - Feb 2001, Course Director and Assistant Operations Officer, 50th Education Squadron, United States Air Force Academy, CO

Jan 1994 - Sep1997, Branch Chief, Ballistic Missile Engineer, and Executive Officer, National Air Intelligence Center, Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, OH

May 1992 - Dec 1993, Graduate Student, School of Engineering, Air Force Institute of Technology, Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, OH

Mar 1986 - May 1992, WC-135B Instructor Pilot and Simulator Instructor, McClellan Air Force Base, CA

Mar 1985 - Mar 1986, Student, Undergraduate Pilot Training, 86th Flying Training Wing, Laughlin Air Force Base, TX

FLIGHT INFORMATION:

Rating:  Command Pilot

Flight Hours:  4300

Aircraft flown:  T-37, T-38, T-41, OC/WC-135B/C/W
MAJOR AWARDS AND DECORATIONS:

Air Medal

Aerial Achievement Medal with two oak leaf clusters

Meritorious Service Medal with three oak leaf clusters

Air Force Commendation Medal

Air Force Achievement Medal

EFFECTIVE DATES OF PROMOTION:

Second Lieutenant Feb 20, 1985

First Lieutenant Feb 20, 1987

Captain Jul 1, 1989

Major Apr 1, 2001

Lieutenant Colonel, Apr 1, 2006
(Current as of Jul 2006)












