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Lieutenant Colonel George is Assistant Professor of Astronautics and Department Head, Department of Astronautics, United States Air Force Academy.  She is responsible for the Department of Astronautics with final responsibility for curriculum, personnel, research, budget, long-range planning, faculty development, and cadet instruction. The Department of Astronautics helps produce the finest Air Force officers in the world who live our core values and understand space. She supervises 12 Air Force officers, 7 civilians and a support staff of 6 people offering 18 college-level courses annually to educate over 1,300 cadets in Astronautics. She also manages a dynamic $5.0M+ research program funded by Air Force Space Command, AFRL, and other DoD organizations.  Lieutenant Colonel George earned her commission from ROTC at the Georgia Institute of Technology in 1988 with a BS degree in 
Mechanical Engineering and MSME from Ga Tech in 1989.  She began her Air Force career in the Defense Satellite Communication Program Office at Los Angeles AFB, California where she served in the Mechanical Engineering Branch.  She was then selected for a one-year Education with Industry program with the Aerospace Corporation, where she performed launch vehicle vibrations and launch wind loads analyses. She then moved on to the Titan System Program Office where she was the Flight Loads and Dynamics Manager for two years before moving to a mission management position.  As mission manager for the Titan IV/Centaur mission TIV-23, she was responsible for all integration, planning, technical analysis, mission specific hardware design and procurement, contracting actions, launch readiness, and launch operations for the launch.  TIV-23 was launched successfully from Cape Canaveral on 14 May 1995.  She next moved to the US Air Force Academy in 1995, where she served as an instructor and later professor of astronautics as well as Director of Research.  She then returned to Georgia Tech to pursue her PhD in Mechanical Engineering and completed her research dissertation “Active Vibration Control of a Flexible Base Manipulator” and degree in 2002.  She next moved to the Air Force Research Laboratory’s Space Vehicles Directorate at Kirtland Air Force Base, New Mexico.  At Kirtland, she led a 90 person branch performing research in six spacecraft technology areas.  She also served as Acquisition Command Trainer and Mentor in the Office of Military Cooperation in Afghanistan for a five month period before returning to the US Air Force Academy in 2005.  Lt Col George is the recipient of the Air Force’s 2008 Women’s History Month Science Technology Engineering and Math Role Model Award and the American Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics Rocky Mountain Section Educator of the Year for 2008.  
EDUCATION:
1988 BS, Mechanical Engineering, Georgia Institute of Technology, High Honor

1989 MS, Mechanical Engineering, Georgia Institute of Technology
1994 Squadron Office School, Maxwell AFB, AL
2002 Ph.D., Mechanical Engineering, Georgia Institute of Technology

2002 Air Command and Staff College (correspondence)
2007 Air War College (correspondence)

ASSIGNMENTS:
Jun 2008 – Present. Department Head, Department of Astronautics, US Air Force Academy, CO
Jan 2007 – Jun 2008.  Deputy Head, Department of Astronautics, US Air Force Academy, CO

Jul 2005 – Jan 2007.  Assistant Professor of Astronautics and Astrodynamics Division Chief, US Air Force Academy, CO
Oct 2004 – Mar 2005.  Acquisition Command Trainer/Mentor, Office of Military Cooperation – Afghanistan
Sep 2002 – Jun 2005.  Chief, Spacecraft Component Technologies Branch, Space Vehicles Directorate, Air Force Research Laboratory, Kirtland AFB NM
Jul 1999 – Aug 2002.  Ph.D. Candidate, Georgia Institute of Technology 

Jun 1995 – Jun 1999.  Assistant Professor of Astronautics, US Air Force Academy 

1993-1995. Mission Manager, Titan IV Program Office, Los Angeles AFB, CA 

1991-1993.  Titan Flight Loads and Dynamics Manager, Los Angeles AFB, CA
1990-1991.  Education With Industry, The Aerospace Corporation, 1989-1990
1989-1990.  Manager, Mechanical  Engineering Branch, Defense Satellite Communication Program Office, Los Angeles AFB, CO  
AWARDS AND DECORATIONS:

Defense Meritorious Service Medal

Meritorious Service Medal with oak leaf cluster

Air Force Commendation Medal

Air Force Achievement Medal with oak leaf cluster

Joint Meritorious Unit Award

Air Force Organizational Excellence Award with two oak leaf clusters

National Defense Service Medal with bronze star

Afghanistan Campaign Medal

Global War on Terrorism Service Medal

Air Force Expeditionary Service Ribbon with Gold Border

EFFECTIVE DATES OF PROMOTION:

Second Lieutenant, 4 May 1989

First Lieutenant, 4 May 1991

Captain, 4 May 1993

Major, 1 Aug 2000

Lt Colonel, 1 Aug 2005
(Current as of Jun 2008)












