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Capt Luke M. Sauter
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Captain Sauter is an Instructor assigned to the Systems division of the Department of Astronautics at the United States Air Force Academy.  He currently teaches Astro 310: Introduction to Astronautics and is the propulsion team mentor for Astro 452/453 Rockets design course.  Capt Sauter is also attached to Cadet Squadron 34 as the Assistant Air Officer Commanding for Academics.

Captain Sauter graduated from the United States Air Force Academy in 2002 as a Distinguished Graduate with a Bachelor of Science degree in Astronautical Engineering. He earned a Master of Science degree in Aeronautical and Astronautical engineering from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology in 2004.  Captain Sauter went on to the Air Force Research Laboratory, Space Vehicles Directorate at Kirtland AFB, NM where he was a program manager for Space Superiority Systems. He was program manager for a 25 member team, $55M, Autonomous Nanosatellite Guardian for Evaluating Local Space (ANGELS) program. This program was developing a satellite designed to be a highly capable, ~30kg, package for host satellite inspection for launch in 2010. 
Captain Sauter is a member of the Tau Beta Pi and Sigma Gamma Tau engineering honor societies and holds Acquisition Professional Development Program Level II certification in Systems Planning, Research, Development and Engineering, and Level I certification in Program Management and Test.

EDUCATION:
2002 
Bachelor of Science degree in Astronautical Engineering, United States Air Force Academy – Distinguished Graduate

2004
Master of Science degree in Aeronautical and Astronautical Engineering, Massachusetts Institute of Technology 

2007
Squadron Officer School, Maxwell AFB, AL – Distinguished Graduate 

ASSIGNMENTS:
Jul 2002 – Jun 2004, Graduate Student, Aeronautical and Astronautical Engineering, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Cambridge, MA

Jun 2004 – Jun 2007, Space Superiority Office Program Manager, Air Force Research Laboratory, Space Vehicles Directorate, Kirtland AFB, NM

Jun 2007 – Present, Instructor of Astronautics, Department of Astronautics, Headquarters United States Air Force Academy, CO

EFFECTIVE DATES OF PROMOTION:

Second Lieutenant:  May 29, 2002
First Lieutenant:  May 29, 2004
Captain: May 29, 2006
(Current as of Jul 2007)

