TALKING PAPER 

ON

TACTICAL AVIATION (TACAV) PROGRAM 

-  The TACAV program is a laboratory for 50 ES’s Aviation (AV) 498 course (Cadet Aviation Instructor (CAI) Program).  Its purpose is to teach low-level navigation in the T-41D to cadets enrolled in AV 498.  It permits cadets to serve as instructors in an aviation setting--allowing students to gain aviation and leadership experiences while flying in the front and back seat of the T-41D

--  The purpose of the CAI program is designed to expose cadets to aviation related activities, build character, and help motivate cadets toward pursuing aviation related career fields in the United States Air Force

-  The 50 ES manages the TACAV program.  To implement this program, the 50 ES uses 12 Air Force pilots, 10 Air Force/Navy navigators, and 30 cadets.  The T-41D are furnished by 94 FTS 

-  The TACAV program is divided into two parts (navigation and instructor training).  Each cadet is provided seven sorties and receives from 7-9 hours of flight time for training

--  The first four rides teach cadets how to navigate the T-41D.  Cadets are trained on crew coordination, chart preparation, chart reading, visual route maintenance, time control adjustments, flight planning, situation awareness, and crew resource management

---  Cadet TACAV instructors are used for rides one through three.  A rated navigator is used for progress check on ride four

--  The last three rides concentrate on instructor techniques and ensures the cadets have a good understanding of the objectives listed for their first four rides.  Ride seven is a checkout from a rated navigator to be a TACAV instructor

---  Cadet TACAV instructors are used for rides five and six.  A rated navigator is used for checkout on ride seven

--  If the student is signed off as a TACAV instructor during ride seven, they are given the opportunity to enhance their leadership and aviation skills by instructing other CAIs from the back seat of the T-41D
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