United States Air Force Academy visit information for

Tour Bus and Individual Self-Guided Touring 


Thank you for your interest in the United States Air Force Academy.   The Academy is located at the north end of Colorado Springs, Colorado.  This letter explains visit information and policy restrictions that tour bus groups or individual visitors must adhere to when they visit the Academy.  Only self-guided touring is available.  Heightened security levels or severe weather could prevent visitors from entering the Academy at any time.  Contact the Visitor Center (phone number below) before your visit to check for any changes.  Please print and read this information prior to visiting.  Additional information is provided at the end of this letter that may answer other questions you may have.

All information below is subject to change without notice.


As of 1 October 2006, the Academy is open for visits by the general public.  There are two entrance gates that you may use:
· Visitors may come through the North Gate, take exit 156B from I-25
· Visitors may come through the South Gate, take exit 150 from I-25

The general public visiting the Academy grounds will be allowed to visit between the hours of 8:00 am and 6:00 pm daily and are only allowed to visit certain areas of the base.  Please pay attention to signs and do not enter places identified as restricted access areas.  All adults will be required to have some form of authorized photo ID with them (driver’s license, passport, etc.).  Entry Procedures when approaching the base security gates are:

· The general public, (visitors without a DoD or USAFA issued ID card) will use the far right visitor lane (this includes tour buses). You will stop at the gate and show the security guard your authorized photo ID along with vehicle registration and insurance at which time your vehicle will be inspected/searched before entering the Academy.  (Visitors cannot be issued DoD or USAFA ID cards).
· Visitors with DoD/USAFA ID (active duty/retired military, dependants, government civilians) should use the left lanes.  You will show your authorized ID to the security guard.

Once past the gate, stay on the main road.  Follow the signs to attractions open to the public.  
 Additional Information:
· Use of hand held cell phones while driving on any military installation is prohibited.  A driver’s use of a cell phone is only allowed while using a hands free device or if the vehicle is parked. Violators will be ticketed. 
· Large bags, backpacks, are not allowed in the government buildings you will be visiting.  Please keep them in your car during your visit. Pets are also not allowed in buildings; keep them in your vehicle or away from pedestrian areas.

· Motorcycle riders require a DOT approved helmet with strap, eye protection (goggles, wraparound glasses or full face shield), a windshield does not take the place of one of these items, sturdy over the ankle footwear, long sleeved shirt or jacket, long trousers, full-fingered gloves or mittens and wear a brightly colored and reflective upper outer garment.
· Bike riders require helmets and reflective outerwear.  Group riders must stay in single file with traffic on base roads.
· There are no fees or reservations needed to visit the Academy or see the below areas.


    Visitor information:
· The areas you may visit are: Several Overlooks, Cadet Chapel, Honor Court, Arnold Hall, Cadet Field House, Falcon Athletic Center, Falcon Stadium, Association of Graduates building and Visitor Center. Some of these facilities may not open until 9 am.  Your visit may average 2 hours to see these main sites.

· As with anyone traveling on an Air Force installation, all vehicles and people are subject to being stopped and searched.  If a visitor is found in an off-limits area, the visitor will be questioned and either escorted off the base or detained and/or charged, depending upon the situation.  Please stay in authorized areas.  Please understand we are trying to balance our need for increased security with the public’s desire to visit the Academy.  Maps may be available at the security gates— if not they are available at the Visitor Center information desk where you will be directed to the authorized visiting spots. 

· The elevation at the Visitor Center is above 7,200 feet.  Many visitors to the Pikes Peak Region who are from lower elevations may experience high-altitude sickness if they haven't taken time to adapt to the lower oxygen level.  Drinking water and resting may help.
· There are only two places to park to get to the cadet chapel and both require walking.  First, is using the chapel trail from the visitor center.  It is one-third mile long with a steep grade on parts of it.  Second, is from the planetarium parking lot.  It is also about the same distance as the trail—but level.  If you or someone in your group has difficulty walking, bringing a wheelchair is strongly recommended.  Also, be prepared to stop and rest often (you may want to reconsider attempting the walk once you are here).  There is no transportation available to or from the chapel to these parking areas.  There is no driving up to the chapel allowed unless security gates to the chapel are up which may only be on the weekends.
· Cadet Chapel:  The Protestant, Catholic sections are open to the public to attend Sunday services (there is no touring during the services).  
· Chapel Services during school year:  Sunday: Catholic: 10 am; Protestant:  9 am Traditional, 11 am Contemporary.                                                                                                                                    Jewish: Friday 7 pm; Muslim: Friday 12:00 pm; Buddhist: Wednesday 6:30 pm.
· Summer Chapel services:  Sunday: Catholic: 10 am, Protestant:  10 am.  No Jewish service scheduled during the summer.  All scheduled service times are subject to change without notice.
· The Cadet Chapel is open for touring/viewing Monday through Saturday, 9 am to 5 pm.  On Sunday, 1 to 5 pm. 

· The chapel is occasionally closed for private services, weddings and funerals throughout the year. During these private services the chapel will not be open to the public.

· Community Center Chapel:  (On Community Center Dr.)  Catholic: Sat 5 pm, Sun 9:30am; Protestant: Sun Traditional 8:00 am, Gospel 11:15 am.
· Overlooks:  There are several spots to stop and view the Academy sights and grounds.  One is at the

    B-52 airplane (Diamond Lil), two locations on the north end of base overlooking the athletic fields and  

    another on the south end of base (Thunderbird) which overlooks the airfield where you can see a 

    T-38 and A-10 aircraft as well as glider and parachute training (weather or training schedules    
    
 
    permitting).
· Visitor Center:  Features exhibits on cadet life and Academy history, theater, food court (Subway) and gift shop.  A 14-minute movie about the Cadets is shown every half-hour, (example, 9 am, 9:30, 10 etc).  The last show starts at 4:30 pm.  The Visitor Center is open from 9 am to 5 pm, 7 days a week except for Thanksgiving, Christmas and New Years day (it may close on the eves of these holidays). 
· Buses/RV:  Due to the large volume of bus traffic to the Visitor Center, busses may off-load passengers on the top level, Right Side of the entrance.  Once offloaded busses will then be parked on the bottom parking lot level.  Busses may later return to the top level, Left Side of the entrance to pick up passengers.  This policy is to insure safety of pedestrians in the parking areas.
· The Visitor Center does not accept reservations for guided tours.  Only self guided tours are available.
· Any large group planning to eat at the Visitor Center should make a call ahead to ensure the food court is open or ask if you can pre-order meals.  Visitor Center Subway is open Monday-Sunday, from 11 am to 2 pm (719-472-0689).  There is a Subway 719-472-0663 and Godfathers Pizza 719-472-0664/ 9747 in Arnold Hall and a Burger King in the Community Center Area.  Use small bills for meal payments to prevent delays.  These times are subject to change without notice.
· Falcon Store gift shop:  Members of your group with active or retired military ID cards will receive a discount in the Visitor Center gift shop.  You may contact them at 719-472-0102 or Toll Free at 1-800-955-4438 or on-line at www.goairforcefalcons.com. 
·  Arnold Hall:  This facility contains several military and Academy exhibits, snack bar area and theater.
· Honor Court:  Located between the Chapel and Arnold Hall this area contains bronze statues and aircraft memorials from various veterans groups.

· Field House:  This facility has an Indoor Track, Hockey Rink, Basketball Court and Snack Bar.
· Falcon Athletic Center:  Located next to the Field House.  It houses the Athletic Ticket Office and the Academy Hall of Excellence exhibit room. For tickets 800-666-8723 or www.goairforcefalcons.com
· Hiking:  The Stanley Canyon and Falcon hiking trails for military/gov’t ID card holders are open only between the hours of 5 am and sundown everyday.  Trail use by visitors with non military/gov’t ID card holders is allowed only during normal visiting hours, 8am-6pm.everyday (the visitor center information desk has trail details).  Parking for the Santa Fe hiking trail is available next to the North Gate entrance.
· Planetarium: As of June 2003, the Planetarium has been permanently closed.
· The Cadet (Terrazzo) area, airfield and housing areas: These areas are off limits. 

· Cadet Lunch Formation:  You may be able to observe the cadet wing marching to lunch.  This meal formation is scheduled Monday, and Friday at 12:00 pm.  Wednesday, Terrazzo parade, 12:00 pm.  No formation is scheduled for Tuesday and Thursday.  This schedule is in effect during the academic year (mid-August through mid-May), weather permitting, and is subject to cancellation without notice.  Visitors view the formation from the Honor Court wall or the wall surrounding the Cadet Chapel, which overlooks the Terrazzo.  


Please pass on this information to youth groups, co-workers, family and friends.  If you have further questions, please call the Visitor Center at 719-333-2025 or 719-333-7742 between 9:00 am and 4:30 pm, daily.


If you prefer to write, please direct your correspondence to: 

HQ USAFA/PACV

Visitor Center Info Desk
2346 Academy Drive

USAF Academy CO  80840-9400


Thank you for your cooperation.  We hope you enjoy your visit to the United States Air Force Academy.

Other helpful information:
Before your visit check our local online base/post newspapers for any upcoming events open to the public. www.csmng.com.

Don't forget to check the Internet for information about Colorado and Colorado Springs at www.colorado.com, www.coloradosprings.com, www.springsgov.com, Experience Colorado Springs at Pikes Peak at www.experiencecoloradosprings.com or www.coloradosprings.travel.  For coupons to area attractions, visit www.pikes-peak.com and click on coupons.   There is a lot to see and do during day and half day trips.
If you have searched our main Academy website  for things like how to attend the Academy (an admissions office function) or graduation/parents weekend or other cadet events (an XP office function) or some other base organization and you’re not finding what you’re looking for on their web pages, please use the web addresses or phone numbers listed on their web pages, they want to know if their web pages are user friendly, if you still don’t find what you need click submit feedback on the website and let the appropriate department know.

The USAF Academy website is: www.usafa.af.mil.

For visiting and academy information click About the Academy and Visiting the Academy.

To attend the Academy: click admissions or call 1-800-443-9266.

For school majors: click admissions, click academics, click curriculum.

To find an Admissions Liaison Officer near you contact your high school guidance counselor or call 1-800-443-8187.

Falcon Store gift shop, 1-800-955-4438, or www.goairforcefalcons.com
Sports tickets, 1-800-666-8723, or www.goairforcefalcons.com
Summer camps:

Summer Seminar, go to www.academyadmissions.com click admissions, summer seminar.

Sports, go to www.goairforcefalcons.com, click summer camps.

Society of American Military Engineers/USAFA Engineering and Construction Camp go to www.samecoloradocamp.org and www.same.org.   

Graduation/parents weekend and other special events info are handled by the Plans and Programs Office (XPP), go to www.usafa.af.mil see special events or click Superintendent. Or you can contact XPP, 719-333-3451, 4163 or 6892, 1-800-379-1455 ext 3451 or send email to special.events@usafa.af.mil. XPP determines what info will be put out to the families of cadets, the public and when.

FYI
-If you use a filter box to restrict email/spam messages you may need to check it for any response expected from us.

-Refresh web pages once in a while to be sure you are seeing the latest info.

For those who like viewing the night sky:  Academy Cadets from the Astronautics Dept. built a satellite (FalconSat-3) that was launched in March 2007.
To see if it travels over your area go to: www.heavens-above.com, register and log in, at Configuration, setup your hometown location, at Satellites click select a satellite from database, at US Space Command enter our satellites number which is 30776, find and click the correct Object E that is 30776, click passes, click next.  Click the dates and see which day it will be closest to your area.  
An example of the site is:

http://www.heavens-above.com/satinfo.asp?lat=38.834&lng=-104.821&alt=1829&loc=Colorado+Springs&TZ=MST&SatID=30776
This website and www.nasa.gov  will also help you locate the International Space Station (ISS) and others.
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